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International Right to Know Day: Presenting of research on Information Booklets
On the occasion of International Right to Know Day, September 28th, Transparency – Serbia promoted results of research that indicates to which extent authority organs respected their legal obligation to publish Information Booklets with obligatory content. 

In the past eight years implementation of Law on free Access to Information already significantly contributed to fight against corruption in Serbia, by opening the possibility to obtain documents on authority organs' work on the basis of request and to perform control of their work and spending of tax payers' money. However, all around, free access to information is increasingly based on obligation of public institutions to publish data on their work even before asking for it – on the internet (proactive publishing). This obligation is in Serbia formulated through detailed Instructions for Creating and Publishing Information Booklets, created by Commissioner for Information. 

However, although for non publishing of Information Booklets, misdemeanor penalty exists, this obligation is being violated by many. Even after publishing Information Booklets, they are just exceptionally complete and updated. Research of Transparency – Serbia comprehended published Information Booklets of 56 institutions, including highest authority organs and Ministries, as well as smaller sample of public enterprises, cities and provincial organs that were evaluated by 37 criteria. 
The biggest problem is inexpediency – most Information Booklets were not updated for more than half year, although there is obligation to do so each month. Such obligation is fulfilled by merely every seventh authority organ from our sample. In expediency, which is clearly obvious in institutions that changed management after May elections, is devastating because it undermines citizens' and journalist' trust in finding complete and accurate information in other parts of text. 

Authority organs most often missed to publish data on budget realization during current year, to precisely name in which cases they deny access to information and to present data on donations. Data on services provided by public institutions are also deficient, and in most cases data on real deadlines for proceedings are left out, statistics on provided services and proceeding of organs. Slightly better situation stands with presenting data on public procurement. 

Results of this research clearly point to the need to secure initiating of procedures against organs that drastically violate their obligations. One of the methods to accomplish that is to achieve redirecting into procedure for changing the Law on Free Access to Information and to provide Commissioner with authorities for initiating procedures, until then, active engagement of authorized Ministry of Justice in initiating misdemeanor procedures is necessary. Equally needed is also strong political will. Publishing of complete and updated Information Booklets could be one of the most specific indicators of intention to implement pre election and postelection promises on greater transparency of work.  
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